
   

PGY 2 Internal Medicine Specialty Residency 
Richard L. Roudebush Veterans Affairs Medical Center 

 

 
The Roudebush VA Medical Center offers a one-year Specialty Residency in Internal Medicine.  This residency provides clinical 
education and advanced training in internal medicine with rotations in both the inpatient and outpatient settings.  Residents will 
gain skills and confidence to become effective clinicians and educators.  Elective opportunities exist in critical care, cardiology, 
endocrinology, nephrology, infectious disease, geriatrics, and academia.  Didactic teaching, mentoring, and precepting 
opportunities are available in conjunction with Butler University.  Residents also complete a research project and have the 
opportunity to participate in a teaching certificate program. 

 
The resident experiences shall include, but are not limited to, the following activities: 
 Provision of pharmaceutical care to hospitalized patients via participation in daily inpatient rounds on the Internal 

Medicine service  
 Provision of clinical pharmacy services to outpatients via participation in ambulatory care clinics 
 Precepting and mentoring Doctor of Pharmacy students 
 Development and completion of a clinical research project and presentation at a regional conference 
 Education of physicians (both resident and faculty), nurses, pharmacy students and residents 
 Certification in Basic Life Support (BLS) and Advanced Cardiac Life Support (ACLS)   
 Service on longitudinal committees or workgroups 
 Participation in a teaching certification program including development of a teaching portfolio 

 
Requirements: 
 Citizen of the United States of America  
 Doctor of Pharmacy degree from an accredited college of pharmacy 
 Active pharmacy licensure in any state 
 Completion of a PGY1 Pharmacy Residency or 3-5 years experience 
 Deadline for application = January 15th  
 Requirements for Application: 

o Letter of Intent 
o Current curriculum vitae  
o Three letters of recommendation 
o Official College Transcripts 
o Personal Interview 

 

Benefits: 
 Competitive stipend per annual VA standards  
 Thirteen vacation days and ten holidays 
 Professional days for attendance of national meetings and interviews 
 Office with computer space  
 Lab coat 
 Medical media access  

 
 
Contact Persons  

Christopher M. Degenkolb, Pharm.D., BCPS 
Clinical Pharmacy Specialist – Internal Medicine 
Richard L. Roudebush Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
1481 West Tenth Street  
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 
Office:  (317) 988-4565 
Fax:  (317) 988-4077 
Email:  Chris.Degenkolb2@va.gov  
 
 

Melanie K. Kuester, Pharm.D., BCPS 
Staff Development Coordinator 
Richard L. Roudebush Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
Adjunct Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice 
Butler University College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences 
1481 West Tenth Street  
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 
Office:  (317) 988-2042 
Fax:  (317) 988-4077 
Email:  Melanie.Kuester@va.gov 

 
Website for more information about our site and residency program: 
http://www.indianapolis.va.gov/services/pharmacy/Pharmacy_Residency_Programs.asp 
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Preceptor Information 
 
 

 

 
Karen J. Arthur, Pharm.D., BCPS 
Karen received her Doctor of Pharmacy degree from Purdue University School of Pharmacy in West Lafayette, Indiana.  Karen 
completed a PGY1 Pharmacy Residency at the Roudebush VA Medical Center and is now the Medication Safety Program 
Manager at the medical center.  Karen has achieved Purdue University’s Health Care Lean Green Belt certification. 
 
Ashley E. Berkeley, Pharm.D. 
Ashley received a Doctor of Pharmacy degree from Butler University College of Pharmacy & Health Sciences and completed her 
PGY1 Pharmacy Practice Residency at Health Alliance located in Cincinnati, Ohio.  She then completed a PGY2 Pharmacy 
Residency in Internal Medicine at the Richard L. Roudebush VA Medical Center.  Ashley now works in primary care as a Clinical 
Pharmacy Specialist with a specialty in women’s health. 
 
Christopher M. Degenkolb, Pharm.D., BCPS 
Chris received a Doctor of Pharmacy degree from Ohio Northern University located in Ada, Ohio and completed a PGY1 
Pharmacy Practice Residency and a PGY2 Primary Care Specialty Residency at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center in 
Huntington, West Virginia.  He currently holds the position of Clinical Pharmacy Specialist in Internal Medicine at the Roudebush 
VA Medical Center.  
 
Melanie K. Kuester, Pharm.D., BCPS 
Melanie received her Doctor of Pharmacy degree from Butler University College of Pharmacy & Health Sciences.  Through 
Community Hospitals of Indiana in Indianapolis, she completed a PGY1 Pharmacy Practice Residency & PGY2 Primary 
Care/Family Medicine Specialty Residency.  Melanie is the Staff Development Coordinator and Residency Program Coordinator 
for the facility with a part-time practice in primary care. She is also an Adjunct Assistant Professor at Butler University College of 
Pharmacy & Health Sciences. 
 
Tamra M. Pierce, Pharm.D., BCPS 
Tamra received her Doctor of Pharmacy degree from University of Kansas School of Pharmacy in Lawrence, Kansas.  She then 
completed a PGY1 Pharmacy Practice Residency and a PGY2 Critical Care Pharmacy Residency at the University of Maryland 
Medical Center in Baltimore, Maryland. Tamra currently practices at the Richard L. Roudebush VA Medical Center as a Clinical 
Pharmacy Specialist in the medical intensive care unit. 
 
Darin C. Ramsey, Pharm.D., BCPS 
Darin received his Doctor of Pharmacy degree from Butler University College of Pharmacy & Health Sciences.  He completed a 
PGY1 Pharmacy Residency at the Roudebush VA Medical Center and a PGY2 Pharmacy Residency in Family Practice at 
Clarian Health Partners also located in Indianapolis, Indiana.  Darin is currently a Clinical Pharmacy Specialist in primary care at 
the Roudebush VA Medical Center and is an Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice at Butler University College of Pharmacy 
& Health Sciences. 
 
Melanie R. Smith, Pharm.D. 
Melanie received her Doctor of Pharmacy degree from Virginia Commonwealth University School of Pharmacy located in 
Richmond, Virginia.  She then went on to complete a PGY1 Pharmacy Practice Residency at the Lexington VA Medical Center in 
Lexington, Kentucky.  Melanie currently practices in the ambulatory and primary care settings as a Clinical Pharmacy Specialist 
and has a specialty in cardiology. 
 
Ashley A. Willhoite, Pharm.D., BCPS 
Ashley received her Doctor of Pharmacy degree from Butler University College of Pharmacy & Health Sciences in Indianapolis, 
Indiana.  She then completed a PGY1 Pharmacy Practice Residency at the Memphis VA Medical Center in Memphis, Tennessee 
and a PGY2 Internal Medicine Pharmacy Residency at the Roudebush VA Medical Center.  Ashley is currently a Clinical 
Pharmacy Specialist practicing in internal medicine. 


